
RSOLUTIONNOR0769ARESOLUTIONADOPTINGCERTIFICATESNO123AND4RELATEDTOTHEPROPOSEDSELFGOVERNMENTCHARTERWITHTHECOUNCILMAYORPLANOFGOVERNMENTFORTHECITYOFLAURELWHEREAStheCityofLaurelapprovedanordinanceproposingtoamendtheformofMunicipalGovernmentintheCityofLaurelCountyofYellowstoneMontanathroughOrdinanceNo00708andWHEREASsaidproposalaffordsthecitizensofLaureltheopportunitytomakeaninformeddecisionregardinglocalgovernmentandWHEREAStheattachedCertificatesNo123and4arerequiredbyMontanaLawforadoptionbytheCityCouncilfordistributiontothevotersfortheirconsiderationanduseintheupcomingelectionNOWTHEREFOREBEITRESOLVEDbytheCityCounciloftheCityofLaurelMontanathattheCityCouncilherebyapprovestheattachedCertificatesNo123and4asrelatedtotheproposedamendmenttotheformofMunicipalGovernmentintheCityofLaurelIntroducedataregularmeetingoftheCityCouncilonSeptember42007byCouncilMemberPoeh3PASSEDandAPROVEDbytheCityCounciloftheCityofLaurelthis4thdayofSeptember2007APPROVEDBYTHEMAYORthis4adayofSeptember2007ATTESTaintLegalCounselvElkRiverLawOfficePLLPR0769ProposedCharterCertificates



APROPOSALTOTHEVOTERSOFLAURELBYTHEMAYORANDCITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOFLAURELTOADOPTASELFGOVERNMENTCHARTERWITHTHECOUNCILMAYORPLANOFGOVERNMENTTobesubmittedtotheVotersofLaurelfortheirconsiderationanddecisionataregularlyscheduledelectiontobeconductedbymailballotonNovember62007



AMESSAGEFROMTHELAURELMAYORANDCITYCOUNCILDearCitizensofLaurelTheMayorandthemembersoftheCityCouncilareunanimousinproposingtheattachedcitychartertotheVotersofLaurelforyourconsiderationWeunanimouslyagreethattheadvantagesofadoptingaselfgovernmentcharterincludeClarificationoftheresponsibilitiesofthemayorandcounciltGreatermanagementefficiencywithanappointedchiefadministrativeofficerwhilemaintainingdirectvoteraccountabilityofanelectedmayorandcitycouncilSpecificlimitsonthetaxingpowersofcitygovernmentRequiredpublichearingsbeforeanyincreaseincityfeesSelfgovernmentpowersfortheCityofLaurelAftercarefulconsiderationwehavealsoconcludedthattheadoptionofacitycharterbytheVotersposesnodisadvantagesforthecitizenstaxpayersandresidentsofLaurelAcomparisonoftheimportantcharacteristicsoftheexistingandproposedplansofgovernmentisincludedforyourconsiderationonpage12WeurgeallLaurelVoterstostudytheproposedcharterincludedonpages611andtodiscussitsprovisionswithyourCityCouncilmembersorwiththeMayorIfyouhaveanyquestionspleasedonotbereluctanttocontactanyorallofyourcityofficialsandPleaseVoteonNovember6CuncilMemberCouncil2



CERTIFICATENo1PROPOSEDCHARTERCITYOFLAURELYELLOWSTONECOUNTYMONTANAPREAMBLEWETHEPEOPLEOFTIlECITYOFLAURELCOUNTYOFYELLOWSTONESTATEOFMONTANAinaccordancewithArticleXISection5oftheConstitutionofMontanadoherebyadoptthisCharterARTICLEIPOWERSOFTHECITYSection101PowersoftheCityTheCityofLaurelshallhaveallpowersnotprohibitedbytheConstitutionofMontanathelawsofMontanaorthisCharterSection102InterpretationofPowersThepowersandauthorityofthisselfgovernmentcityshallbeliberallyconstruedEveryreasonabledoubtastotheexistenceoracitypowerorauthorityshallberesolvedinfavoroftheexistenceofthatpowerorauthoritySection103Restrictions1ThepropertytaxmilllevyshallbelimitedtothatofMontanamunicipalgovernmentswithgeneralgovernmentpowersexceptwiththepriorapprovaloftheelectorsvotingonthequestioninageneralorspecialmunicipalelection2NochangeinanycitylicensefeeuserfeepermitfeeorutilitychargeshallbemadewithoutpriorpublichearingsasprescribedbylawSection104CharterSupremacyAsprovidedbyArticleXISection5ofthaConstitutionofMontanacharterprovisionshereinestablishingexecutivelegislativeandadministrativestructureandorganizationaresuperiortostatutoryprovisionsSection105OathofOfficeBeforeenteringuponthedutiesofofficeallelectedcityofficialsshalltakeandsubscribetotheoathofofficeasprescribedinArticleIIISection3oftheConstitutionofMontana3



ARTICLEIILEGISLATIVEBRANCHSection201LegislativeBranchThelegislativebranchandgoverningbodyoftheCityofLaurelshallbethecitycouncilSection202Composition1TheCityofLaurelshallhaveacitycouncilofeight8membersfour4ofwhereshallbeelectedeverytwoyears2ThecouncilshallsetthecompensationofcouncilmembersannuallySection203PowersandDutiesThecouncilshallbethelegislativeandpolicydeterminingbodyofthecityAllpowersoftheCityshellbevestedinthecitycouncilexceptasotherwiseprovidedbylaworthisCharterThecouncilmayoverridethemayorsvetowithatwothirdsvoteoftheentirecouncilSection204TermofOfficeMembersofthecouncilshallbeelectedtofour4yearoverlappingtlmsofofficeSection205Election1Theelectionofcouncilmembersshallbeconductedonanonpartisanbasis2ThereshallbefourwardsapportionedbypopulationfollowingeveryfederaldecennialcensuseachofwhichshallberepresentedbytwocouncilmembersOnecouncilmemberfiomeachofthefourwardsshallbeelectedeverytwoyears3CandidatesforthecitycouncilmustresideinthewardtheyseektorepresentatthetimeoftheirelectionandduringtheirentiretrimofofficeSection206ChairmanoftheCouncilThecouncilshallhaveachairmanwhoshallbeelectedbythemembersofthecouncilfromamongtheirownnumberforatermestablishedbyresolutionThechairmanofthecouncilwhomaybecalledthepresidentofthecouncilshallpresidewhenthemayorisabsentSection207CouncilProceduresThecouncilshallbyresolutionadoptitsownrulesofprocedureAquorumofthecouncilshallconsistoffive5councilmembersphysicallypresentatameetingofthecitycouncil4



ARTICLEHIEXECUTIVEBRANCHSection301TheExecutiveBrauchThemayorshallbethechiefexecutiveofficeroftheCityofLaurelSection302TermofOfficeThemayorshallbeelectedforafouryeartermofofficeSection303ElectionThemayorwhomustresidewithinthecitylimitsofLaurelatthetimeofelectionandthroughoutthetermofofficeshallbenominatedandelectedatlargeonanonpartisanbasisSection304PowersandDutiesThemayorshall1enforcelawsordinancesandresolutions2performdutiesrequiredofhimbylawcharterordinanceorresolution3administeraffairsofthelocalgovernment4carryoutpoliciesestablishedbythecouncil5recommendmeasurestothecouncil6reporttothecouncilontheaffairsandfinancialconditionofthecitygovernment7executebondsnotescontractsandwrittenobligationsofthecouncilsubjecttotheapprovalofthecouncil8reporttothecouncilasthecouncilmayrequire9chaircouncilmeetingsandmaytakepartindiscussion10executethebudgetadoptedbythecouncil11appointwiththeconsentofthecouncilallmembersofboardsexceptthemayormayappointwithoutconsentofthecounciltemporarycommitteesestablishedbythemayorSection305AdministrativeDutiesThemayormay1preparethebudgetinconsultationwiththecouncilanddepartmentheads2appointwiththeconsentoramajorityofthecouncilalldepartmentheadsandmayremovedepartmentheadswithouttheconsentofthecouncilandmayappointandremoveallothercityemployees3exercisecontrolandsupervisionofalldepartmentsandboardstothedegreeauthorizedbyresolutionofthecouncilSection306LegislativeAuthorityoftheMayorThemayorshalldecidealltievotesofthecouncilbutshallhavenoothervoteThemayormayvetoordinancesendresolutionssubjecttooverridebyatwothirdsvoteoftheentirecouncil5



Section307CompensationoftheMayorThecouncilshallsetthecompensationofthemayorannuallySection308AbsenceoftheMayorThemayormustreceivetheconsentofthecouncilforanabsenceomthecityforten10ormoreconsecutivedaysSection309GroundsforRemovaloftheMayorThemayormayberemovedfiomofficebyafindingbyanaffirmativevoteofsix6ofeight8councilmembersthatpursuanttolawthereisavacancyintheofficeofmayorSection310ChiefAdminitrntiveOfficer1TheremaybeachiefadminiqtrativeofficerappointedbywrittencontractthetermsofwhichshallbenegotiatedbythemayorforapprovalbythecitycouncilThetermofthecontractshallnotexceedtwoyearsunlessspecificallyextendedorrenewedbymajorityvoteofthecouncil2Thechiefadministrativeofficershallserveunderthedirectsupervisionofthemayorandshallperformthosedutiesdelegatedtotheofficerbythemayor3Thechiefadministrativeofficermayexercisesuchsupervisoryauthorityasmaybedelegatedinwritingbythemayorandapprovedbyresolutionofthecouncil4ThechiefadministrativeofficershallnothavetheauthoritytotrninateanycityemployeethatauthoritybeingreservedtothemayorSection311CityAttorney1Thereshallbeachieflegalofficerofthecitywhomaybecalledthecityattorneyappointedbythemayorwiththeconsentofthecouncilwhoshallserveaslegaladvisortothecitycouncilthemayorandallcitydepartmentsofficesandagencies2ThechieflegalofficershallbeappointedbywrittencontractwhichshallspecifythedutiesandresponsfoilitiescoonditionsofemploymentandcompensationofthechieflegalofficerSaidcontractshallnotexceeddurationoftwoyearsunlessspecificallyextendedorrenewedbymajorityvoteofthecitycouncil3ThechieflegalofficershallrepresentthecityinalllegalproceedingsunlessotherwisedeterafinedbythecouncilandshallperformotherdutiesprescribedbyordinanceThecouncilmayengagesuchadditionallegalcounselasmayberequiredtomeetexigentcircumstances4Thechieflegalofficershallbesupervisedbythemayorandshallhavethestatusofadepartmentheadexceptthatheorshemaynotberemovedorsuspendedbythemayorwithouttheconsentofthocitycouncil6



Section312OrgnivtionofDepartmentsThoorganizationofcitydepartmentsshallbeprescribedbyordinanceARTICLEIVJUDICIALBRANCHSection401CityCourtThereshahbeacitycourtoramunicipalcourtasprovidedbylawARTICLEVGENERALPROVISIONSSection501AmendmentofCharterThisChartermaybemendedonlywiththeapprovalofthovotersasprescribedbystatelawSection502EffectiveDateThisChartershallbecomeeffectiveonJanuary12008Section503VacancyinOfficeAnelectedofficeunderthisCharterbecomesvacantasprescribedbylawWhenanyvacancyoccursinanyelectiveofficethispositionshallbeconsideredopenandsubjecttonominationandelectionatthenextgeneralmunicipalelectioninthesamemannerastheelectionofanypersonholdingthesameofficeexceptthetermshallbelimitedtotheunexpiredtermofthepersonwhooriginallycreatedthevacancyPendingsuchelectionandqualificationthecouncilshallbymajorityvoteofthemembersappointaqualifiedpersonwithin30daysofthovacancytoholdtheofficeuntilthesuccessoriselectedandqualifiedApersonappointedtofillavacantcitycouncilpositionmustresideinthewardwhereinthcvacancyoccurredSection504SeverabilityIfanyprovisionofthisCharterisheldinvalidtheotherprovisionsofthisChartershallnotbeaffectedtherebyIfthoapplicationoftheCharteroranypartofitsprovisionstoanypersonorcircumstanceisheldinvalidtheapplicationofthoCharteranditsprovisionstootherpersonsorcircumstancesshallnotbeaffectedthereby7



ARTICLEVITRANSITIONPROVISIONSSection601GeneralTransition1TransitiontothischarterformofgovernmentshallbeasprescribedbystatelawThecouncilmayprovideforsuchtransitionbyordinanceorresolutionnotinconsistentwithstatelaw2TheprovisionsofthistransitionarticleshallnotbepublishedaspartoftheCharterafterJanuary12009Section602CityEmployees1NocityemployeeorelectedofficialcurrentlyholdingacityofficewillloseemploymentorelectedpositionsolelybecauseofadoptionofthisCharter2ExistingelectedofficialsmaycontinueinofficeuntiltheendofthetermforwhichelectedSection603ReviewofExistingOrdinances1AllcityordinancesandresolutionsoftheCityofLaurelshallremainineffectuntilreviewedrevisedorrepealedbythecitycouncil2ThecitycouncilshallreviewandwherenecessaryreviseorrepealallcityordinancestoprovideforcoiiiplianceandconsistencywiththisCharterandstatelawnolaterthanJanuary12009WetheMayorandCityCounciloftheCityofLaureldoherebycertifythatthisistheCharterproposedbytheMayorandCityCouncilforadoptionbythevotersofLaurelIntestimonywhereofwesetourhandsaurelCouncilMemberMontanathis4thdayofSeptember2007CityCle8



Ceraficate2ESTABLISHINGTHEEXISTINGPLANOFGOVERNMENTFORTHECITYOFLAURELMONTANAIfretainedbythevotersthegovemmentofLaurelshallremainorganizedunderthefollowingprovisionsof73113MCAwhichauthorizesthemunicipalcouncilmayorformofgovernment73113StatutorybasisformunicipalcouncilmayorgovemmenL1ForthepurposeofdeterminingthestatutorybasisofexistingunitsoflocalgovernmenteachunitoflocalgovernmentorganizedunderthegeneralstatutesauthorizingthemunicipalcommissionmayorformofgovernmentwhichdoesnotadoptanewformshallbegovernedafterMay21977bythefollowingsectionsa73201b732021c73203d732122e732133f732142g732152h732162I732172Establishedbycoundlresolutionj732182k732192EstablishedbycouncilresolutionI732201m732213n732222o7322322Thisformhastermsof4yearsforallelectedofficialsThesizeofthecommissionshallbeeightmembersThesesectionsestablishthefollowingformofgovernmentwhichshallbecalledtheMUNICIPALCOUNCILMAYORFORM73201CommissionexecutiveformThecommissionexecutiveformwhichmaybecalledthecommissionexecutivethecouncilmayororthecommissionmayorformconsistsofanelectedcouncilwhichmaybereferredtoasthecommissionandoneelectedexecutivewhomaybereferredtoasthemayorwhoiselectedatlarge732021NatureofgovernmentTheplanofgovernmentsubmittedtothequalifiedelectorsshalldeterminethepowersofthelocalgovernmentunitbyauthorizinggeneralgovernmentpowers73203DutiesoftheexecutiveTheexecutiveshall1enforcelawsordinancesandresolutions2performdutiesrequiredofhimbylawordinanceorresolution3administeraffairsofthelocalgovernment9



4carryoutpoliciesestablishedbythecommission5recommendmeasurestothecommission6reporttothecommissionontheaffairsandfinancialconditionofthelocalgovernment7executebondsnotescontractsandwrittenobligationsofthecommissionsubjecttotheapprovalofthecommission8reporttothecommissionasthecommissionmayrequire9attendcommissionmeetingsandmaytakepartindiscussions10executethebudgetadoptedbythecommission11appointwiththeconsentofthecommissionallmembersofboardsexcepttheexecutivemayappointwithouttheconsentofthecommissiontemporaryadvisorycommitteesestablishedbytheexecutive732122AdministrativeassistantsTheexecutivemayappointoneormoreadministrativeassistantstoassisthiminthesupervisionandoperationofthelocalgovernmentandsuchadministrativeassistantsshallbeanswerablesolelytotheexecutive732133SupervisionofpersonnelTheexecutivemayappointwiththeconsentofamajorityofthecommissionalldepartmentheadsandremovedepartmentsheadsandmayappointandremoveallotherdepartmentemployees732142VetopowerTheexecutivemayvetoordinancesandresolutionssubjecttooverridebyatwothirdsvoteofthecommission732152PreparationofbudgetTheexecutivemaypreparethebudgetinconsultationwiththecommissionanddepartmentheads732162AdministrativesupervisionandcontrolTheexecutivemayexercisecontrolandsupervisionofalldepartmentsandboardstothedegreeauthorizedbyordinanceofthecommission732172FinancialofficerAfinancialofficerwhomaybecalledthetreasurershallbeappointedbytheexecutivewiththeconsentofthecommission732182SelectionofcommissionmembersThecommissionshallbeelectedbydistrictsinwhichcandidatesmustresideandwhichareapportionedbypopuleion732192TypeofelectionLocalgovernmentelectionsshallbeconductedonanonpartisanbasis732201ChairmanofcommissionThecommissionshallhaveachairmanwhoshallbeelectedbythemembersofthecommissionfromtheirownnumberforatermestablishedbyordinance732213PresidingofficerofthecommissionThepresidingofficerofthecommissionshallbetheexecutivewhoshalldecideallfievotesofthecommissionbut0



shallhavenoothervotethechairmanofthecommissionshallpresideiftheexecutiveisabsent732222TermsofcommissionmembersCommissionmembersshallbeelectedforoverlappingtermsofoffce732232SizeofcommissionandcommunitycommissionsThesizeofthecommissionshallbeeight8andcommunitycommissionstoadvisecommissionersmaybeauthorizedbyordinance73224TermsofelectedofficialsThetermofofficeofelectedofficialsshallbefour4yearsWetheMayorandCityCouncilofthcCityofLaureldoherebycertifythatthisisthepresentplanofgovermnentoftheCityofLaurelIntestimonywhereofiwesetourhandsDoneatLaurelMontanathisCouncilMemberCouncilMemberCuncilMember4thdayofSeptember2007CouncilMemberCouncilMemberCityCltk11



CERTIFITENoCOMPARISONOFCHARACTERISTICSOFTHECOUNCILMAYORFORMANDCHARTERFORMWITHCOUNCILMAYORCITYOFLAURELCHARACTERISTICPRESENTFORMOFGOVERNMENTPROPOSEDFORMOFGVERNMENTCOMMENTSFORMOFCouncilMayorCharterwithCouncilMayorGOVERNMENTElectedcouncilperformspolicymakingElectedcouncilperformspolicymakingChmtormaintainscouncilfunctJensElectedmayoradministersfunctionsElectedmayoradministersmayorplanofgovernmentandgovernmentwiththeadviseandgovernmentwiththeadviseandconsentofaddsachiefadmlrdslratlveccoeantofthecounslthecouncilofficertoassistmayorPOWERSGeneralgovernmentpowersSelfgovernmentpowersThecharterIIrsltstheCitystaxingauthoritytothatofthepresentgeneralpowersgovernmentofLaurelandwillrequirepublichearingstobeheldforanyincreaseInfeesandutilityratesGOVERNINGCitycouncilisreaponslbleforCitycouncilisreapcnalbleforegisletiveNOchangeTheelectedcityBODYlegislativeandpolicyrnaldngfunctionsandpollcyrsaklngfunctionstheewillbecouncilcontlnueaasthetheewillbecerrledoutbythemayorcarriedoutbythemayorwiththegoverningbedyeftheCityassistanceofachiefadministrativeofficerSize8councilmemberselectedbywardin8councilmemberselectadbywardinNochangenonpartisanelectionsnonpartisanelectionsTermFearyearoverlappingtermsFouryearoverlappingtetrasNochangePresidingOfficerChairpresidentofthecouncilChairpresidentofthecouncilselectedbyNOchangeselectedbythecounsrlfromamongthecouncilfromamongtheirownnumbertheirownnumberCHIEFEXECUTIVETheelectedmayorservesastheCitysTheblectedmayorservesasthechiefGreeeermanegeentANDchiefexecutiveofficerandchiofeaeautlveofficerandsuperviseathechiefeccountabllltyproblemsolvingCHIEFadmlnistretJveofgceredmlnyeofficerwhoisappointedbycapacityandadminictretiveADMINISTRATIVEwrittencontractapprovedbycitycouncilefficiencyindealingwithOFFICERgrowthreleeedissuesPowersaldDutiesThemayorcarrteaoutthepoliciesofNochangeInthepowersofthemayorwhoGreatermanagementandthecounciladvisescouncilexecuteswillunderthecharterbeprovidedwiththeservicedeliveryefficiencybudgetsupervisesaaCityexTNrtassistanceofanappointedchiefwhilemaintainingdirectvoterdepartmentsandenforceslawsandadministreeiveefflcerwhosedutiesandaccountabilityofanelectedordinancessupervisoryresponsibilitywillbedefinedinmayorwritingbythemayorwiththeconsentofthecitycouncilApothtmentThemayorappointsdepartmentheadsThemayorappointsdepartmentheadsandNochangePowersandmembersofbcerdsandcouncilsmembersofboardsandcouncilswithwithconsentofthecouncilconsentofthecouncilBudgetMayorisreaponslblefortheMayorisreaponslbieforthepreparationofNochangePreparationpreparationofthebudgstinthebudgetinccopereeionwithdepartmentcooperationwithdepartmentheadsheadsBudgetisthenmodifiedandBudgetIsthenmodifiedendapprovedapprovedbythecitycounciibythecitycouncil12



CERTIFICATENo4PLANOFAPPORTIONMENTOFCOUNCILMEMBERDISTRICTSWARDSThepresentplanofapportionmentofcouncilmemberdistrictswardswasupdatedbytheCityCouncilfollowingthe2000federaldecennialcensusandshallberetainedifthenewplanofgovernmentsetforthintheproposedCharterisadoptedbythevotersWetheMayorandCityCounciloftheCityofLaureldoherebycertifijthatthisistheplanofapportionmentofCityCouncildistrictsundertheproposedcharterifapprovedbytheVotersofLaurelIntestimonywhereotwesetourhandsDoneatLaurelMontanathis4thdayofSeptember2007CouncilMemberuncilMemberCcfuncilMemberCouncilMemberCityCle13


