
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF LAUREL

April A regular

meeting of the City Council of the City of Laurel Montana was held in the Council Chambers
and calledto order by Mayor Ken Olson atpm onApril COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT Emelie Eaton Kate

HartGayEaston Alex Wilkins
COUNCIL MEMBERS

ABSENT None

OTHER STAFF

PRESENT MaryEmbleton Sam

Painter BillSheridan Mayor Olson
ledthe

Pledgeof

Allegiance tothe American flag Mayor Ulson asked the council to

observeamoment of silence MINUTES Doug Poehls Mark Mace Chuck

Dickerson

Norm Stamper

Motionb

Council Member

Stamer

toapprove the minutes of the regular meeting ofApril as presented secondedby Council Member
Dickerson There wasno public comment or council discussion A vote was taken onthe

motion Alleight council members present voted aye Motion carried CORRESPONDENCE Olness Associates Letterof March
regarding Norm Kleinjoining

the

team Cable Montana Service Reports for February Laurel Chamber ofCommerce Newsletter of

March Laurel Chamberof Commerce Minutes of

March Agenda ofApril Montana Municipal lnsurance Authority Risk

Management Bulletin ofMarch regarding Special Events Coverage Montana Municipal Insurance Authority Risk Management

BulletinofMarch regarding Underground Fuel Storage Tanks PUBLIC HEARING None CONSENT
ITEMS Clerk Treasurer

Financial Statements forthe monthofMarch ApprovalofPayroll Register for
PPE totaling X Receiving

the Committee Reports

intothe

RecordBudetFinance Committee minutes ofApril were presented

Park Board minutesof April were presentedCityCounty Planning Boardminutesof

Apri were presented Tree Board minutesof

March werepresented



Council Minutes of April Council Worksho

minutesof Apri were presented The mayor asked

if there was any separation of consent items There was none Motion bCouncil

Member Mace toapprove the consent items as presented seconded by Council Member Poehls
Therewasno public comment or council discussion A vote was taken on themotion All

eight council members present voted ayeMotion carried CEREMONIAL CALENDAR Proclamation ofMunicipal

ClerksWeek

May Mayor Olson readaproclamation recognizingthe

week ofMay tthroughas Municipal Clerks Week He extended appreciation to Mary Embleton for
her service asMunicipal Clerk for the City of Laurel and herwork on the Tax
Increment Finance District REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS None AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

THREE MINUTE LIMIT None SCHEDULED MATTERS

ConfirmationofAppointmentsNoneResolution No

ROSA

resolution authorizingthe Mayor

to sign anagreement with theMontana Department of Transportation to provide forstreet
cleaning onthe primary road system in the City of Laurel Motion

b Council Member Dickerson to approve Resolution No

R seconded by Council Member Stamper There was no publiccomment or council
discussionAvote was taken on the motion All eight council members present voted aye
Motion carried Resolution No RResolution authorizing the Mayor to execute the requisiteagreements

with Beartooth HarleyDavidsan Euell for the use of three motorcycles by
the CityofLaurelPoliceDepartment Motion b Council Member Poehlstoapprove
Resolution NoRseconded byCouncil

Member Mace Therewas no public commentor council discussionAvote was taken
onthe motion All eight council members present voted aye Motion carried Resolution No R A
resolution approving a Maintenance Agreement between the City ofLaurel andYellowstone

County providing forthe maintenance ofthe Yellowstone County VeteransCemetery

Motion b Council Member Eaton to approve Resolution No Rseconded by
Council Member HartTherewas

nopublic comment or council discussion Avote was takenon the motion All
eight council members present voted aye Motion carried Resolution No ROS Resolution of the City Council
declaring its intention tosupport theCityof Laurels CentennialCelebration

and the effortsof the newly formed Centennial Committee Motion b Council Member

Hart to approve Resolution NoRsecondedbyCouncil Member Dickerson There wasnopublic
commentor

council discussion Avote was taken onthe motion Alleight council members present
votedaye Motion carried Resolution NoRA resolutionof the City Council authorizing the Mayor
to sign aone time project specific agreement between the OwnerCity

ofLaurel Montanaand the Engineer Morrison and Maierle Incfor design bidding construction and
post constructionofthePhase Wastewater Treatment Plant upgrade outlined in the Laurel
Wastewater Facilities Plan Update U



Council Minutes of April Motion b

Council Member Easton toapprove Resolution NoRseconded byCouncil Member Hart There
was no public comment or council discussion A vote was taken on the motion All eight
council members present voted aye Motion carried Resolution NoR Resolutionof

theCity Councilto create the seasonal positionsoflife guard instructor andto
adopt ajobdescription for such positions Motion bCouncil Member Wilkinsto

approve Resolution No R seconded by Council Member Mace Therewas no public
commentor council discussion A vote was taken on the motion All eight council members present

voted aye Motion carried ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA None COMMUNITYANNOUNCEMENTS

ONE MINUTE LIMIT None COUNCIL DISCUSSION Council

MemberFoehls statedthatthe Emergency

Services Committee

willmeetonMonday April Stto discuss the Cenex Mutual Aid Agreement and
the overview ofthe FireHall Task Force He stated thatCenex is supposed to come back with
the final approval of the Mutual Aid Contract by Memorial Day Council Member Dickerson stated that the council
tourof

the citys facilities is scheduled for Tuesday April d atpm The Centennial Committee

will meet onThursday Apriltatpm Council Member Easton stated that the Tree Board will meet

onThursday Aprilt

atpm instead ofp m TheTree Board will discuss whether to plant amemorial treepossibly
anoak treein ThomsonPark as ahundred year tree Thomson Fark is thecity s oldest park and

the tree could be planted just ahead ofthe monument The trees in ThomsonFark were planted by Fete Thomson

in Council Member Easton mentioned that lilac bushes will be planted in Russell Park during the Arbor
Day celebration on

Friday ApriltatpmThe sixteen bushes will have white and purple flowers and
will beplanted four feet apart to provideawindbreakand a separation between the private property and the
park About South School kindergarteners will participate in the Arbor Day program Laverne lvie of the Yellowstone

Conservation District contacted Gay Easton recently regarding water rightsTheYellowstone Conservation District is responsible

foxwater

rights for irrigation for agriculture andit istheir responsibility to issue
permits or water shares Thereare water shares in the Highline Ditch which comes

off from the Big Ditch that has water rights from the Yellowstone River There are water rights
available and the County is considering partnering with the Cityof Laurel to purchase water rights for
the Veteran s Cemetery to ensure that water isnot cutoff during the irrigation season
A meeting needstobe scheduled with theCounty Commissioners and the Cemetery Board for further discussion State law
includes cemeteries with agricultural water rights Bill Sheridan will follow up on this with Bill

Enright the engineer forthe Veteran s Cemetery Mayor Olson stated that the
possibility ofwater rights was discussed atarecent Veteran s Cemetery meeting and CommissionerKennedy was

very interested in it Council Member Dickerson talked toVi Hills last week tovolunteerhis services
for the cleanup event inLaurel Volunteers are still

needed Weed eaters lawn mowers and pickups are also needed for the event The Centennial Cleanup
is scheduled for May d andtbeginning atarn and lunch will be
provided Anyone interested in participating should contact Vi Hills Mayor Olson statedthat Vi Hills has been veryinstrumental
incoordinating this event She has talked toBill Sheridana couple different times to

ensure that the crews are prepared Bill stated that the cityisasking employees to spend
a little time on the weekend for this event Containers and equipment willbe available tohandle whatever
comes The Ministerial Association and the National Guard will also participate in the event Mayor Olson stated that
the job description for the chief administrative officer is being developed and will
beonthe Aprilt council workshop for

the councils review A proposalto update the



Council Minutes of April PersonnelImplementation Instruction

Guidewill alsobereviewed and presented tothe council on Apri Review of

the Laurel Municipal Code willbe done in the future Clerks Institute is

scheduled for May through in Billings Mark Mace Chuck Dickerson and Emelie Eaton planto attend
Mayor Olson stated that this isa goad opportunity to get ideas to mingle with other people and

to share ideas Council Member Mace stated there is always something of interest at the
Institute and he encouraged the council members to attend Council Member Dickerson stated that he
haslearnedalot from discussion with other elected officials aswell as from the instructors
Mayor Olson stated that the

ideaofthe Tax Increment Finance District TIFD was firstpresented ata mayoral conference and then
at threeorfour different Institutes At tax time this fall the City of Laurel will realize the opportunities
created for infrastructure improvements through the new TIFDMayor Olson has askeda
representative ofBig Sky EDAto help the city develop a program to understand the roles and responsibilities

ofthe council intheTIFD Council Member Dickerson asked if

the job description for lifeguards instructors referred to in ResolutionNoRFi could
be available forreview atthe next council workshop for approval on May Mayor Olson stated that

the jab descriptions were approved tonight with the approval of the resolution Mary Embleton announced that
Jane Jelinski

the former director of the Local Government Center resigned at the endofMarch
Dan Clark the former mayorof the City of Choteau has been named the new director Mary offered to
forward the official e mail announcement to the council Marystated that Dan Clark will be
presenting at Clerks Institute is a dynamic speaker and is a good choice to continue the work of
the Local Government Center Mayor Olson stated that Alan Hulse

isthe new director for MMIA UNSCHEDULED MATTERS None ADJOURNMENT Motionb

Council Member Poehls

to

adjourn the council meeting seconded by Council Member Dickerson There was no public
comment or council discussion A vote was taken onthe motion All eight council members present
voted aye Motion carried Therebeing nofurther businesstocome

before the council atthis time the meeting was adjourned at pmCCindy Ae Secretary
Approvedby theMayor

and

passed by the

City Council of theCity of Laurel Montana this dayof May L Ke ethEOlson Jr Ma
rAttest Mary

K
mbleton Clerk Treasurer


