
MINIITESOFTHECITYCOUNCILOFLAURELDecember162003AregularmeetingoftheCityCounciloftheCityofLaurelMontanawasheldintheCouncilChambersandcalledtoorderbyMayorBudJohnsonat630pmonDecember162003COUNCILMEMBERSPRESENTLaurenVanRoekelDougPoehlsKenOlsonMarkMaceGayEastonDanielDartDanMearsJohnoakesCOUNCILMEMBERSABSENTNoneMayorJohnsonaskedthecounciltoobserveamomentofsilenceMayorJohnsonledthePledgeofAllegiancetotheAmericanflagMINUTESMotionbyAldermanDarttoapprovetheminutesoftheregularmeetingofDecember22003aspresentedsecondedbyAldermanOakesMotioncarried80CORRESPONDENCEAirPollutionControlAgendaofDecember92003MinutesofAugust262003MinutesofOctober212003MinutesofNovember112003MontanaDepartmentofEnvironmentalQualityLetterofNovember262003regardingPermitModificationsfortheCHSLaurelRefineryMontanaDepartmentofTransportationLetterofDecember52003regardingremovingNoCompressionBrakesignsCONSENTITEMSClerkTreasurerFinancialStatementsforthemonthofNovember2003ApprovalofPayrollRegisterforPPE120703totaling13816753ReceivingtheCommitteeReportsintotheRecordBudgetFinanceCommitteeminutesofNovember172003werepresentedCouncilWorkshopminutesofDecember92003werepresentedResolutiOnsResolutionNoR03120AresolutionauthorizingtheMayortopurchasetheMontanaRailLinkMRLleasefromDeanRankinofACEHardwareResolutionNoR03121AresolutionauthorizingtheMayortosignanagreementwithMontanaStateUniversityBozemantohireaninternResolutionNoR03122AresolutionauthorizingtheMayortosignaLegalServicesContractwithElkRiverLawOfficeLLCResolutionNoR03123ResolutionacceptinganagreementwithBeartoothRCDEconomicDevelopmentDistrictResolutionNoR03124ResolutionacceptingagrantfromtheMontanaDepartmentofTransportationformoniestobespentontheSelectiveTrafficEnforcementProgramSTEPandauthorizingtheMayortosignsaidgrant



CouncilMinutesofDecember162003ThemayoraskediftherewasanyseparationofconsentitemsAldermanOakesseparatedResolutionNoR03120fromtheconsentitemsAldermanMearsseparatedResolutionNoR03122fromtheconsentitemsMotionbyAldermanOlsonItoapprovetheconsentitemsaspresentedsecondedbyAldermanVanRoekelMotioncarried80CEREMONIALCALENDARNoneREPORTSOFBOARDSANDCOMMISSIONSNoneCOMMUNITYANNOUNCEMENTSONEMINUTELIMITNoneSCHEDULEDMATTERSConfirmationofAppointmentsCurrentBoardCommitteevacanciesBoardofAppealsthreepositionstwoyeartermstobeginimmediatelyBoardofAdjustmentstwopositionstofilltermsexpiring063004and063005BigSkyEconomicDevelopmentNominatingInterviewingCommitteeMayorJohnsonappointedGayEastontotheBigSkyEconomicDevelopmentNominatingInterviewingCommitteeforaoneyeartermendingDecember72004MotionbyAldermanVanRoekeltoapprovetheappointmentofGayEastontotheBigSkyEconomicDevelopmentNominatingInterviewingCommitteeforaoneyeartermendingDecember72004secondedbyAldermanDartMotioncarried80OrdinanceNo00305OrdinanceamendingChapter812oftheLaurelMunicipalCoderelatingtonuisancesSecondreadingMotionbyAldermanMacetoadoptOrdinanceNo00305secondedbyAldermanMearsArollcallvotewastakenonthemotionAlleightaldermenpresentvotedayeMotioncarried80MotiontofillvacancyinMayorpositionMayorJohnsonreadthefollowingletterofresignationLaurelCityCouncilMembersItisadifficultdecisiontonotifyyouofmyresignationeffectiveDecember21stThechoicebetweenservingthecommunityastheelectedmayororfurtheringmyprofessionalsituationpromotedmanythoughtsmostofthemreflectingtheenjoymentIhavehadendeavoringtomeetthechallengespresentedbycityhallandtheneedsofthecommunityMychoiceistopursuemyprofessionalopportunitiesOneimportantaspectthatmightinterestthecouncilandcommunityistheneedforafulltimepersonwithintheorganizationalstructureofcityhalltocoordinatetheactivitiesofthedepartmentheadsandcouncilThispersonmighthaveabackgroundinfinancehumanresourcesorsafetyTheneedforthispersonbecomesveryapparentwhenthemayorservesasaparttimeCEOandisunabletooverseethedaytodayoperationsManyoftheneedsoftheCityofLaurelneedprofessionalabilitiesorthecoordinationofprofessionalabilitiesThecouncilcouldconsidermanypossibilitiesinassessingthissituationMygreatestregretinresigningisthatIwillnolongerbeinvolvedregularlywiththewonderfulpeopleatcityhallThedepartmentheadsandstaffatcityhallaswellasallcityemployeesdoagreatjob2



CouncilMinutesofDecember162003AldermanEastonstatedthatthecouncilrecognizedthevacancyCreatedbythemayorsresignationThecouncildiscussedthevacancyatarecentcouncilworkshopanditseemedtobetheconsensusofthecouncilmenthatwerepresentthatthevacancyshouldbefilledwithacouncilmemberMotionbyAldermanEastontonominateandappointAldermanKenOlsonastheMayoroftheCityofLaurelforthevacanttermeffectiveDecember222003andendingJanuary32006secondedbyAldermanMearsMotioncarried80MayorJohnsoncongratulatedAldermanOlsonAldermanOlsonthankedthecouncilfortheirvoteofconfidenceandstatedhiswillingnesstodedicatethenecessarytimeandeffortHehopesthatheisabletofillthevoidthatwillbeleftbyMayorJohnsonandthatthecouncilcanstrivetomeetthechallengesaheadAldermanOlsonagainthankedthecouncilforthevoteofconfidenceITEMSREMOVEDFROMTHECONSENTAGENDAResolutionNoR03120AresolutionauthorizingtheMayortopurchasetheMontanaRailLinkMRLleasefromDeanRankinofACEHardwareMotionbyAldermanOakestoapproveResolutionNoR03120secondedbyAldermanOlsonAldermanOakesdoesnotwantanybodytothinkthathedoesnotwanttheelevatorremovedEverytimehelooksatititmakeshimwanttotipitoverAldermanOakessaidthatthefirstlineintheresolutionstatesthatACEHardwareisrelocatingHecannotfigureoutwhattheintentofthatisontheresolutionHedoesnotseeanyrelevanceinthenextlinewhichsaysWhereastheCityofLaurelwillatsomepointneedtheleaseonthecomerofMainand1stStreettoimprovetheunderpassAnitemintheworkshopminutessaysthatimprovementsmustberemovediftheleaseisgivenbacktoMRLTheminutesalsosaythattheleasewouldbeanannualleaseandannualleasescanbeterminatedinthirtydaysIftheleaseisterminatedthenalltheimprovementsonthatpropertyhavetoberemovedinthatthirtydayperiodorelsetherailroadcanremoveitandchargetheleaseholderAldermanOakesstatedthatthisresolutionasfarashecanseeismostlyblueskyHedoesnotseewhyweshouldhavetobuythatleaseThecitycouldjustcondemnthatpropertyandthebuildingandthenitwouldhavetobedecidedwhowouldremoveitAsfarashecanseeitwouldhavetobeuptothecitytheleaseholderandMRLHedoesnotseewhythecityshouldhavetoassumethatItisaliabilityTherehasbeendustintheelevatorsincedayoneandthatisahazardHedoesnotthinkanybodyhasinspectedthepropertytoseeifthereisanycontaminationHeknowstheytookatankoutofonebuildingthatfellinoverthereWeareleavingourselvesopentoalotofunansweredquestionsonthisproposedleaseAldermanOakesisnotsatisfiedwithitandthinksthatwearestickingourneckoutalongwaysAldermanPoehlsthinksthatweneedtomoveforwardonthisTheproblemisthatifwedonotdoitnowweprobablywillnotbeabletodoitIfhewasinDeanspositionandcouldnotselltheleasehewouldjustcontinuepayingthe250ayearleaseandWouldnotspendthe80000toremovetheelevatorIfMRLtookawaytheleasehewouldjustwalkawayfromitThecityhasanurbandesignplanthatencompassesthestreetscapeonMainStreetandpartoftheplanincludestheremovaloftheelevatorHerealizesthatwehavetostartsomewhereandthinksthisistheplacetostarteventhoughtherewillbehurdlestoaddressFromwhatLarrytoldthecouncilattheworkshopAldermanPoehlsthinksthemoniescanbehandledthroughtheHOMEGrantProgramLarryhasnotinformedthecouncilaboutthatissueyetAldermanPoehlsthinksthatweneedtomoveforwardonitbecauseweneedtheaccesstotheunderpasstoworksomethingoutwithMRLtoaddressthecomerHeagainstatedthatweneededtostarthereAldermanDarthasgiventhisquiteabitofthoughtHeisnotadamantlyopposedtothisbutitseemslikemanythingsaredoneinlieuofwhatthecouncilthinksthevoterswouldwantdoneHeisalittlemoreconservativemindedbecausetherearealotofunknownsThatmakeshimquestionwhatisgoingonHespokeregardingtheHOMEGrantmoneyHequestionedwhetheritisCDBGmoneyorHOMEGrantmoneyHestatedthatwedonotreallyknowwherethesedollarswouldcomefromThecouncilisbeingaskedtbgoforwardwithsomethingforwhichthefundingisuncertainandquestionedifthemoneYwouldcomeoutofthegeneralfundasacontingency



CouncilMinutesofDecember162003RegardingthedemolitiononthepropertyitwasexpressedthatperhapsoneortwodifferententitiesmaybeinterestedinthatdemolitionHoweverwedonothaveanythinginwritingHequestionedifthecitywouldgetinapositionofliabilityAldermanDartishesitantintermsofthefundingmechanismHestatedthatweareinapositionwherewereallydonotknowthefactsanditdoesnotnecessarilyrepresentresponsiblegovernmentwhenwegointosomethingblindwithquestionsregardingtheissueHequestionedwhythereisarushtopassthisresolutionHealsostatedthatthisisnotagoodlocationforanyotherbusinessbecauseofthetrafficflowandhecarmotreallyseeanyoneelsereallyclamoringtogetinthereAldermanDartaskedforthecouncilsindulgencetolookatthisabitlongersoeveryonecouldfeelbetteraboutthisdecisionHerecognizestheopportunitybuthedoesnotthinkthecouncilhasenoughinformationatthistimetocommittoitAldermanMearsstatedthathedidnotthinkDeanRankinwasinahurryFromwhatheunderstandsDeanwantsitdonebythetimehisnewbuildingiscompletedwhichshouldallowtimeforfurtherreviewAldermanOakesstatedthatobtainingthisleasetoroundoffthatcomerisapoorreasonInstallingthestoplightswilldomoregoodtotheintersectionthananythingelseAldermanOakesthinksthatroundingoffthatcomerwouldincreasetheaccidentriskAldermanEastonstatedthatthecomerhasbeenincontentionaslongashecanrememberWhendrivingfromthewestitisdifficulttotrytommthatcomerwithatruckorpickupwithahorsetrailerTherearescarsonthatunderpassanditisdifficulttogetaroundthatcomerAldermanEastonthinksthat15000isprettycheapasfarastheliabilitythatwecangetawayfrombyacquiringthatcomerTheHOMEGranthasbeenpublicknowledgeforfouryearsanditismoneythathascomebackfromtheloansmadethroughthisgrantForsomereasonpeoplehavehadtoselltheirpropertyandthenthemoneycomesbacktothecityThisismoneythatcannotbegivenbacktothebondpeoplesoitissittingthereandcanbeusedfordemolitionHeunderstandsthatthereisabout30000inthefundItseemsthatthemoneyinthefundcouldbeusedforthepurposeofpurchasingthepropertyandLarryischeckingonthisandissupposedtogetananswerbackAldermanEastonagreeswithAldermanPoehlsthattheywouldhatetolosetheopportunitybecausetherearepeopleouttherethatwouldliketopurchasethepropertyjustfortheuseofthatcomerHethinkstherearepeoplethatwouldteartheelevatordownmadthecitywouldnothavetogototheexpenseAldermanEastonbelievesthatthisistherightdirectionandwouldhatetoloseitAldermanMacesaidthatthecouncilneededtostepbackandrealizewhatisbeingdiscussedHestatedthatthisresolutionmerelygivesthemayorinthiscaseprobablythenewmayortherighttobuythispropertyItdoesnotmeanwearegoingtobuyitrightawayNooneoutthereknowsthatanybodyownsitthatwantstodoanythingwiththeturnlaneandthatissomethingwearegoingtolookintoThatiswhatthepublicworksdirectorwilllookintowiththeStateofMontanaandMontanaRailLinkItseemstohimthatthereisnocartbeforethehorsebecausethereisnohorseorcartrightnowWhatwearetryingtodoasacityentityistotalkaboutdoingsomethingwiththatcomerwhichisaneyesoreinthecenterofourtownandthefocalpointwhereeverybodycomesintoourtownHequestionedwhereitwouldstartifitwerenotstartedhereWetalkaboutcleaningupthecityandthisisanopportunityforlessthanthecostofabrandnewpickupAndwearegoingtostopeverythingWeareworriedabouttanksbutwedonotknowthatthereareanytanksoverthereIftherearewewilldealwithitAlocalbusinessmanrecentlyspentthousandsofdollarstakingouttankstwomonthsagoHedidnotstopandsayhedidnotknowifhewantedtodoitTherearethingsthathavetobedoneandhethinksweneedtostepbackandlookattheissueThecityhasaparkinonesideofthepropertyanditlooksniceTheChamberbuildinglooksnicebuthethinkstheothersidelooksterribleNowwehaveachancetodosomethingaboutitAldermanMacestatedthatitisgreattohavesomebodycheckingandquestioningbuthethinksthisistoogoodofaaaopportunitytostopthisresolutionsimplybecausethisresolutionstartseverythingtonightItstartsusbeingabletolookatitandbeingabletofixitSeveralpeoplefilledouttheassessmentquestionnaireandquestionedwhysomethingisnotdonewiththatcomerThecomerisahazardandhethinksthisistheonlywayitcanbefixedHewantsthecitytohavetheoptionandstatedthatwewouldnothavetheopportunityifwedonotdothistonightAldermanOlsonthoughtofthecouncilschargewhenthisissuecameupTheissueofpublichealthandsafetyisdiscussedwhenwegotothedifferentseminarsIssuesneedtobeaddressedwhentheycanbeputintothecategoryofpublichealthandsafetyAccidentshappenatthisintersectionbecausethecornerhasmorethananinetydegreetamHeagreeswiththealdermenthatsaythecityshouldtakeadvantageofitnowforpublichealthandsafetyissuesThisisoneofthoseissuesthataddresseesthemainconcerntopromotepublichealthandsafetyandhecertainlysupportsthisresolution4



CouncilMinutesofDecember162003AldermanVanRoekelstatedthathecouldagreewithallthathasbeensaidHeappreciatedAldermanMacescommentsthatthemayorcansignthisandnotnecessarilyputitinfulleffectuntilthecouncilis100percentclearonLarryhavingthedemolitionfellowlinedupwithoutadoubttodemolishthebuildingashepresentedtotheworkshoplastweekHestatedthathethinksAldermanDartissayingthathedoesnotwanttohavethetaxpayersstuckwiththe80000estimatetoremovetheelevatorRegardingtheopportunitytotakecareofthecomerheagreeswiththecommentsthatitneedstobedoneItisanuncomfortablecomerandhecannotimagineturningthecomerwithanRVHethinksthatitiscriticaltobereasonableandcautioussothecityisnotstuckwithafinancialburdenbeyondourmeanstotakethebuildingdownHestatedthatitisanuisanceAldermanDartstatedthathecertainlyseestherelevanceinthisandtheopportunityforthecityThisisourgatewayandourmainthoroughfareofftheinterstateHethinksthatwithanewmayorandasomewhatrefreshedlooktotheadministrationweshouldtrytolimitthistypeofsituationbecausethisisaveryliberalsituationwhereweareshootingfromthehipWehavealotofquestionsandhedoesnotthinkyourepresemthepeopletothebestofyourabilityifyoudonotgetoutfartherinfrontTheseissuescomeupandbecauseofwhereweareandwhateconomicsdictateinourbudgetwecanbenonetoocarefulatthispointHecanseethegoodinitbuthealsoseestheothersideofitthatgivesamoreconservativeapproachHecouldseethattheresolutionwouldpassbuthehopesthatthecouncilwillbemorecautiousandgetthefulldetailsforfutureissuesThereissomegrayarearegardinghowthefinalreultg0ftheissuewilldevelopAldermanEastonstatedthatthehighwaydepartmentwouldbeinstallinganewstoplightattheintersectionThestoplightwillbeinthesamelocationbecausetheydonothavetherightofwaytomoveitbackInordertomakeagoodapproachatthiscomerthecitywouldhavetohavethepropertytoeventalkaboutitThisiswhyhethinksthattheresolutionisnotsayingwegooutandspendthismoneytomorrowforthatWehavetohaveourducksinarowbutifwedontownthepropertywecannotdoanythingIfthehighwaydepartmentinstallsthe250000or300000stoplighttheywillnotcomebackandcorrectitWeneedtohavethisresolutioninplacetohavetheownershipinordertotalkorwhateverwewanttodotodevelopitAldermanOakescommentedthattherailroadrunsfightdownthioughthemiddleofourcommunityandthereisrailroadpropertyonbothsidesRegardingtheasphaltleasethetopsarebeingblownoffthetanksandthelienholderisabankbackeastTheyarehavingahardtimegettingthatcleanedupandhedoesnotevenknowiftheyareworkingonitNoneofthepropertiesonthenorthsideofthestreetgoingeastareverysharpTheChamberofCommercebuildinglooksgoodbutwhendrivingdownMainStreettherearegarbagecanssittingonthecurbAldermanOakeshastriedforalongtimetogetfidofthemaspartofthebeautificationprogramHestatedthatnothinghasbeendoneinthistownforbeautificationHestatedthattheelevatorisahumongousprojectItisnotgoingtocomedowneasilyandthepeoplewhoaresalvagingitmightbeworkingonitforfourorfiveyearsorlongerTheymightnotevenworkonitAldermanOakesstatedthatthisisallblueskyandthereisnothingconcreteaboutitAshestatedinarecentmemonothingiseverdonecompletelyHewouldliketoseesomethingconcreteforthisHewouldliketoseebothelevatorsdemolishedTherailroadpropertiesarenotdeepenoughtolocatemuchofabusinessthereanditisabadlocationEverythingisbadaboutitandthiswholetownisabadspotButifyouworkatityoucanimproveitHedoesnotthinkwearetryingveryhardtoimproveitTherearebigtreesgrowinginthestreetswestofhereTherearemanholesthatarebelowthesurfaceofthegroundorblacktopItisveryconfusingthatwecanneverseemtogetouracttogetherlikeweshouldAldermanDartstatedthatAldermanOakeshitonsomethinglHedoesnothaveamaptoshowhowmuchpropertythisresolutionencompassesItseemstohimthatwedoalotoftakingthingsonwordvalueandgoingforitItisbetterwhenthereissomesubstancetoaresolutionlikethissothecouncilwouldknowtheexactdetailsregardingtheissueHedoesnotthinkanybodycouldknowtheexactlogisticsofthisissueHehopesthatthingscanbedonedifferentlyinthefuturesothecouncilcouldunderstandtheissueclearlyAvotewastakenonthemotionAldermenMearsandAldermanOakesvotednayMotioncarried62ResolutionNoR03122AresolutionauthorizingtheMayortosignaLegalServicesContractwithElkRiverLawOfficePLLPMotionbyAldermanMearstoapproveResolutionNoR03122secondedbyAldermanDart



CouncilMinutesofDecember162003AldermanMeatsstatedthatheremovedtheitembecausethesecondparagraphintheagreementstatesthattheMayoristheCliemHesaidthatthereisnomentionofthecouncilandhethinksthecouncilshouldbepartoftheClientAfterfurtherreviewandexplanationitwasrealizedthatAldermanMearshadmisreadthecontractThecontractstatedthattheagreementwasmadeandenteredintobyandbetweentheCityofLaurelandElkRiverLawOfficeandthatthemayorwouldbetheprimarycontactfortheAttorneysAvotewastakenonthemotionMotioncarried80AUDIENCEPARTICIPATIONTHREEMINUTELIMITNoneRussellBoscheeDirector0ftheAirPollutionControladdressedthecouncilTheyarerewritinganewinterlocalagreementwiththegoverningbodiesofwhichtheCityofLaurelisapartTemporaryfundingwasputtogethertogothroughtheendofDecemberHewantedtomakethecouncilawareofthatandseeifthecouncilwouldreleasetherestofthefundingfortheyearTheagreementwillnotbedonebeforetheendofMarchandwillnotbeineffectuntilthefirstofJulyWhenthisissuecameuptheagencywasfundedforsixmonthsandthatsixmonthswillrunouttheendofDecemberHeaskedifthecouncilwouldextendthefundingfortheyearMayorJohnsonstatedthatthereisusuallynoresponseatthispointintheagendabuthedidnotseeanyprobleminrespondingHestatedthattheitemwouldneedtocomeforwardintheformofaresolutioninconjunctionwiththeotherpartiesintheagreementMrBoscheestatedthattheCityofBillingscontactedhisofficeandsaidthatthemoneyhadbeenreleasedTheagreementshouldcometotheCityofLaurelsoonHeofferedtoaddressanyquestionsregardingtheinterlocalagreementMayorJohnsonstatedthatthisisanOpportunitytoaddressthecouncilbutitisanopportunityfordiscussionHeisconfidentthatthenewmayorwillcontinuethenecessaryprocessMayorJohnsonaskedifanyoneelsewantedtoaddressthecouncilatthistimeTherewasnooneCOUNCILDISCUSSIONAldermanMearsaskedregardingtheamountofmoneyinvolvedintheAirPollutionControlagreementAldermanOakesstatedthattheamountisunder2000about1800RussBoscheestatedthattheyearlycontributionisabout3000AldermanMearsaskedregardingthelistingsoftheJanuary5thBudgetFinanceCommitteeandtheJanuary13thCouncilWorkshopmeetingsonthecouncilagendaThesedateswillbeincludedonthenextcouncilagendaAldermanEastonstatedthattheappointmenttotheBigSkyEconomicDevelopmentNominatingCommitteehastobedoneeveryyearAmeetingwillbescheduledinthenextfewdaystonominateanappointmentforacurrentvacancyAldermanOlsonstatedthathewantedtogoonrecordtosayhowmuchheappreciatesAldermanVanRoekelsservicetothecommunityCouncilmembersallunderstandwhatittakestoputforthanhonestefforttoberesponsibletothecouncilAldermanOlsonthinksthatAldermanVanRoekelhasfilledthatineverypossiblefashionandhethankedhimandwishedhimluckAldermanVanRoekelstatedthatthepastfouryearshaveflownbyHecanunderstandwhypeoplenmforanothertermAftertwothreeorfouryearsyouarejustlearningwhatyouneedtodoPartofhimwishesthatworkhomeandchurchwerelessdemandingbutthathasnothappenedHehastodevotehimselftohisworkHelikenedthecitytoahugejigsawpuzzleTherearealotofpiecesinthepuzzlethathavetocometogetherAswithtonightsdiscussiontherearedifferentthoughtsanddebateonhowthepiecesshouldcometogetherbutnowtheultimateresponsibilitywillbeonKenOlsonsshoulderstoguidetheshiponhowtoputittogetherAldermanVanRoekelthinksthatthepuzzleiscomingtogethereventhoughitissometimesfrustratingthatitisnotcomingtogetherquickerSometimesyoulosethepicturethatthepuzzleisonsosometimesitfeelslikeyoudonotevenhaveaguidelineofwhatyouaredoingHethinksthecouncilsmotivationistogetthepuzzleputtogetherAldermanVanRoekelthankedthecouncilfortheopportunitytoworkwiththem



CouncilMinutesofDeceraber162003AldermanPoehlsmentionedthathehasnotalwaysagreedwiththemayoronalltheissuesduringthepasttwoyearsHoweverhecommendedthemayoronhisleadershipinthecityandthecouncilandthankedhimforhisdedicationtoitAldermanMaceagreedwiththecommensAldermanDartmentionedthatatimhydrantatWoodlandandSouth5thhasacollaronitthatsaysitisnotinworkingorderSomeresidentsquestionedhimaboutitandhewillcallthepublicworksdepartmentregardingitAldermanDartsaidthatithasbeengoodtoworkwithAldermanVanRoekelPeoplecomeandgoandthefaceschangebutthechallengesarealwaysthereItisgoodthatpeoplededicatetheirtimeandstepuptothechallengetogoforwardasagrouptotakecareofthechallengesandrepresentthepeopleFewpeoplewilltakeonthistypeofchallengeandhethinksthecouncilandmayorshouldbecommendedAldermanOakesstatedthatheisjuststartinghisnewenlistmentHewishedMayorJohnsonandAldermanVanRoekelthebestofluckintheirendeavorsandhehopesthatprogresscanbemadeinthenextfouryearsMayorJohnsonthankedthecouncilandeveryoneintheroomforallofthehelpduringhistimeinofficeSittinginthemayorschairisanexperienceAlthoughthecouncilhasnotalwaysagreedhehasnotthoughtofthatasanegativeSometimesitisachallengetomakethedisagreementintoapositiveandhethinksthathasbeendoneonanumberofoccasionsIfyouareableandyouwillallowityouwilllearnsomethingfromthosewithwhomyoudonotagreeEventhougthathasbeenachallengeforhimithasactuallyhappenedEventhoughthingsdonotalwaysgowellpeoplehavebeentheretohelpthroughthosetimesMayorJohnsonexpressedhisheartfeltthankstoeveryoneandstatedthathehasappreciatedtheexperiencegreatlyReviewofCommitteeMinutesNoneUNSCHEDULEDMATTERSNoneTherebeingnofurtherbusinesstocomebeforethecouncilatthistimethemeetingwasadjournedat724pmCindyAllenecretaryApprovedbytheMayorandpassedbytheCityCounciloftheCityofLaurelMontanathis6thdayofJanuary2004fJennethEOlonJrdqlayorAttestMKmbletonClerkTreasurer


