
RESOLUTION NO. R14 -27

A RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO INCREASE THE CITY OF LAUREL'S SOLID
WASTE RATES AND SETTING A DATE AND TIME FOR A PUBLIC HEARING.

WHEREAS, the current solid waste rates and charges in effect at the present time are not
adequate to provide revenues with which to defray the increased costs of operation, maintenance,
and capital of the City's solid waste facilities and equipment; and

WHEREAS,  the provision of the solid waste system and facilities is essential to the
preservation of the public's health and welfare; and, that the new rates, must before taking effect,
be approved by the City Council after advertising and conducting a public hearing pursuant to
the City's Charter at Article I, Section 1.03(2) and MCA Section 69 -7 -111; and

WHEREAS,  current budgetary requirements with respect to the operation of said
facilities in addition to on -going and future projects require the proposed rate increase to enable
the City to proceed as expeditiously as possible to accomplish the objectives herein above
recited; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to its Charter and Montana law, the City Council has determined
that a public hearing must be advertised and held to gather public testimony and input regarding
the proposed increases in solid waste rates and charges.

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF LAUREL, MONTANA:

1. That the City Council considers it both advisable and necessary to increase the
municipal solid waste rates and charges for all users and proposes to increases the
rates and charges as specifically contained on the rate and charge schedule
marked  "Exhibit A"  that is attached hereto and hereby incorporated into this
Resolution by reference.

2. That a public hearing shall be held on June 17,  2014,  at 6:30 p.m.  in the City
Council Chambers,  at City Hall,  Laurel,  Montana,  for the purpose of gathering
and receiving testimony, input and comments from all interested or affected users,
citizens, persons, associations, corporations and/or companies.

3. Notice of the hearing shall be published once a week for three consecutive weeks
in the Laurel Outlook,  a newspaper that conforms to the requirements of MCA §
7 -1 -4127, and the first such publication shall not be more than twenty -eight (28)
days prior to the hearing and the last publication shall be not less than three (3)
days prior to the hearing,  in a form substantially similar to the Notice of Public
Hearing marked and attached hereto as "Exhibit A ".

4. Additionally, the notice of the hearing shall be mailed at least seven (7) days and
not more than thirty (30) days prior to the hearing to all persons who are served
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by the City's utility.   The notice shall contain an estimate of the amount the

customer's average monthly bill will increase.

Introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council on May 20,  2014,  by Council
Member Nelson

PASSED and APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Laurel this 20 day of
May, 2014.

APPROVED by the Mayor this 20th day of May, 2014.

CITY OF LAUREL

Mark A. Mace, Mayor
A'1'1"EST:

Shirley Ewan, Clerk/Treasurer

App  •ved as a form:

Lam_ %"'1 l      
S.t S. Painter,  iviCity Attomf
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City of laurel
PO Box 10 J ,
Laurel MT 5 044AA 9

Phone 628 -7431

Fax 628 -2289

May 27, 2014

RE:  Proposed Solid Waste Rate Increase

Dear Customer,

Greetings from the City of Laurel.  This letter is to inform you of an intent to raise the cost of disposing
garbage for all residential and commercial users in the City of Laurel.

The City Council will hold a Public Hearing on June 17t 2014 at 6:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers
at City Hall to hear citizen comments.  The Council welcomes any and all comments in regards to the
future rate structure.

Following is the Current Rate and Proposed Rate Structure for Solid Waste for the next 6 years:

Current: Proposed:

Residential Proposed Residential

July 13 -June 14 11.80 /month July 14 -June 15 12.80 /month

July '15 -June '16 13.05 /month

July '17 -June '18 13.30 /month

July '18 -June '19 13.55 /month
June'19 -July '20 13.80 /month

July '20 -June '21 14.00 /month

Commercial Proposed Commercial

July 2013 -June 2014 0272/gallon July 2014 -June 2015 0296 /gallon

July 2015 -June 2016 0302 /gallon

July 2016 -June 2017 0308 /gallon

July 2017 -June 2018 0314 /gallon
July 2018 -June 2019 0320 /gallon
July 2019 -June 2020 0325 /gallon



These rates quoted above are calculated on the following percentages for all users:
Year 1 July 2014 -June 2015 8.47% Increase

Year 2 July 2015 -June 2016 1.95% Increase

Year 3 July 2016 -June 2017 1.92% Increase

Year 4 July 2017 -June 2018 1.88% Increase

Year 5 July 2018 -June 2019 1.85% Increase

Year 6 July 2019 -June 2020 1.45% Increase

The transfer site rates will remain the same.

The rate increase is due to increases in dumping fees at the landfill (up 123% since last rate increase),
fuel costs (up over 216% since last rate increase) and an increase in labor costs.

Due to the frugal control of the Solid Waste Department the City has not raised the rates for the
residential customers since 2000 and commercial customers since 2009.

Thank you for your patronage over the last few years and please come voice your opinion at the Public
Hearing on June 17t 2014.  If you are unable to attend the meeting and would like to comment on the
subject you may forward your comments to City of Laurel, P 0 Box 10, Laurel, MT 59044 or e-mail your
comments to cityclerk @laurel.mt.gov.

Sincerely,

Mark A. Mace

Mayor, City of Laurel


