RESOLUTION NO. R14-34

A RESOLUTION OF THE LAUREL CITY COUNCIL APPROVING THE
PROPOSED INCREASE IN THE RATES AND CHARGES FOR THE USERS OF
THE MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT
TO BE EFFECTIVE ON JULY 1, 2014.

WHEREAS, the City of Laurel, Montana (the “City”) has determined the current solid
waste rates and charges in effect at the present time are not adequate to provide revenues with
which to defray the continual increased costs of operation, maintenance, and capital of the City’s
solid waste system and facilities; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to increase the rates and charges for the services provided by
the System in order to collect sufficient revenues to pay costs associated with the operation and
maintenance of the System; and

WHEREAS, current budgetary requirements with respect to the operation of said
facilities as well as on-going and future projects contemplate the proposed rates becoming
effective by July 1, 2014, to enable the City to proceed as expeditiously as possible to continue
providing System debt service, maintenance and improvements; and

WHEREAS, the City Council hereby finds and declares that maintaining and improving
the System is essential to the preservation of the health, safety and welfare of its residents and
users of the System; and

WHEREAS, under MCA § 69-7-101 the City has the power and authority to regulate,
establish, and change, as it considers proper, rates, charges, and classifications imposed for
utility services to its inhabitants and other persons served by the System so long as rates, charges,
and classifications are reasonable and just; and

WHEREAS, a notice of public hearing was mailed to all users of the City’s System
notifying them that pursuant to Resolution No. R14-27 adopted May 20, 2014, it was the
intention of the City to increase the rates and charges for solid waste services and notice of
public hearing was published as required by Section 69-7-111, M.C.A. A public hearing was
held on June 17, 2014, at 6:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers at City Hall, Laurel, Montana,
for the purpose of gathering public comments and evidence regarding the proposed rate and
charge increase; and

WHEREAS, every individual who attended the public hearing was given the opportunity
to speak, present argument and/or to submit written comment into the hearing record and based
upon the record created, the City Council is prepared to issue its decision pursuant to MCA § 69-
7-112.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF LAUREL, MONTANA:

R14-34 Increase Solid Waste Rates




1. Approval. The proposed increase in the rates and charges for the users of the
municipal solid waste system is hereby approved and attached hereto and labeled Exhibit A; and

2. Effective date. This resolution shall be immediately filed with the City
Clerk/Treasurer and shall become final and effective not less than 10 days after such filing or on
July 1, 2014,

Introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council on June 17, 2014, by Council
Member Mountsier .

PASSED and APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Laurel this 17" day of
June, 2014.

APPROVED by the Mayor this 17" day of June, 2014.

CITY OF LAUREL

T4l ) P ie—

Mark A. Mace, Mayor

ATTEST:

R14-34 Increase Solid Waste Rates
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ity of Laurel

2 Box 10
Laurel MT 59044
Phone 5238-7431

Fax 628-2283
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May 27, 2014

RE: Proposed Solid Waste Rate Increase

Dear Customer,

Greatings from the City of Laurel. This letter is to inform you of an intent to raise tha cost of disposing
garbage for all rasidentiai and commercial users in the City of Laurel.

The City Council will hold a Public Hearing on June 17t 2014 at 6:30 p.m. in the City Council Charnsers
at City Hall to hear citizen comments. The Council welcomes any and all comments in regards to the

future rate structure.

Following is the Current Rate and Proposed Rate Structure for Solid Wasta for the next 6 years:

Current:
Residential

July 13-June 14

Commercial

July 2013-june 2014

311.80/manth

5.0272/gation

Proposed:
Proposed Residentisl

july 14-June 15

July "15-June ‘16
july "17-June "18
july "18-june’19
lune’19-july '20
July "20-june '21

Proposed Cormnmercial

July 2014-june 2015
July 2015-June 2015
July 2016-lune 2017

~ma ~
Fao1x

vy O T 0

Juiy 2018-june 230
e

Z51
luly 20139-june 2020

512.80/month
$13.05/month
$13.30/month
3$13.55/month
513.80/month
$514.00/month

5.0296/gailon
5.0302/gallon
5.0308/galion

30314 /g3




These rates quoted above are caiculated on the following percentages for all users:

Yearl julv 2014-June 2015 8.47% Increase
Year 2 july 2015-Juna 2016 1.95% increase
Year 3 july2016-june 2017 1.52% increase
Year 4 July 2017-June 2013 1.88% increase
Year s july 2018-June 2019 1.83% increase
Year 6 Juby 2019-June 2020 1.45% increase

The transfer site rates will remain the same.

The rate increase is due to increasesin dumping fees at the fandfill (up 123% since last rate increase),
fuel costs (up over 216% since last rate increase) and an increase in labor costs.

Due to the frugal control of the Solid Waste Department the City has not raised the rates for the
residential customers since 2000 and commercial customers since 2009.

Thank you for your patronage over the last few years and piease Come voice your opinion at the Pu
Hearing on june 17", 2014. If you are unable to attend the meeting and would like to comment on

subject you may forward your comments to City of Lauyral, P O Box 10, Laurel, MT 59044 or e-mail your

comments to cityclerk@laurel. mt.gov.

Sincerely,

Mark A. Mace
Mavyor, City of Laure!




